Ireland’s great howses, baibt i 1773 1w the designs
ol James Wiait. The onus 16 ind a new home in
Landon fell 1o Sia, who accemplislbed the mis.
o by seizing a somaewhal surreal moment

‘I was walking down the sireet amd a woman
was standling outside [what becamg] our house,
koking distressed.” sl rocalls ‘1 said, “Whal's
wrong™™ Fhe suid that she'd bought another hoyss
and already exchonged. but the buver for her
Bouse had fullen througly.” As the worman wept, de
Weso swiltly inspecied the premises 1 didn® even
g mp to the top Moo, dhe reooumis 1 st looked
aroure] the bottom. wnd thought, “That's fine”
It s mch ensier ihan gomg 1o an estale agent,”
Later that duy, de Vesci and the property holde
croted] paths agaim. 1 said, “1 really think we'll
make an offer,” nnd we did. three days laer.”

Frve vears o, the de Vescis acquired the idenn
call property adjoining their four-storey, four
bedroom howse nnd knocked down the dividing
wills o crenie & mode chpansive sel-up Their
Friend,, the nrchitect and designer Ashley Hicks
workeed '|'l|."1{|.'l1lq.:.|| . s he pLEls oL, “po miake o
.'.'.ll.'i;r:- |‘||III'|:;-. Hl'lfh.”“jl

Agamsi Hickss mosily stome-grey and inven-
trvely refurbashed backdrop - including a pibcled
glistrooded dinimg space withan the kiechen, and
2 lewersground-Noor ibrary featunng a dromotse
.:l'L.ﬂi'_-'ll.ll.'.'ll: |.'|.'I;II'|:.: |_||' I|.:|_'-..|_'| Al |;|'|-_;,_'.,| VArious

wbbevlen treasures next to finds sourced on
biannual forays to Joper {where her eponymous
clothing line 15 hand-made), finshing woches
|":- Imemds {an Allegra Hicks kemon hathroom
Blind) and precious keepsakes. Toke the kicchen
Beneuth o 19th-century Eossian chandelier rom
Abbeylex stands a long dinimg table buil by the
catates carpenter, adornsd with table hnen by
Brigive Sangh, the French texiile desigmer Tarmed
for ber interpretations of Mogul block prints
Then there's o 1940 wall hanging of the Hindu
o Famia and Sota. Tee had it dnce | s fous
wears odd and 1t was in my bedroom in Rome.” de
Vesch explains

The spaciows entrance hall was created by
meorperating a lormer siltmg-room. Turkish-
inspired rugs (rom the Abbevlex Canpet Works
lie on ame area of 1ls Moor. Established in 1906
by Ivo, Sth Wisconnt de Vescr, the now defumer
citerprise produced hand-tufted carpets ander
the kaldare kabel for ocean limers such as the
Oilymupic amd the Tranic

Two staircises lead to the draw TRt
Limiag odie 15 @ handsoms de Vess portran gal-
kery (o lurther 17 portmits in the salon mingle
with pictures of related mahargns and an oil h:.
Richard Ellict depicting a regal Sita on her 3ih
baribalay). The other Might of steps is paimed
shocking-pink - *Sita% mnvv-blue” savs Franeis
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Sources for the Sita de Vesci look

Home accessories such as window blinds:
Allegra Hicks, 28 Cadogan Place, London
{020- ?: allegrahicks.c
Architecture Ashley Hicks [dh1%70.com|
Bespoke furniture such as the salon's
table by Luigi Scialanga: David Gill
ulham Road, London SW3

Silk velvet on the salon sofas: Manuel
Cangvas, G2 Chelsea Harbour Design
Centre, London SW10 [020-7351 0444)

Sita is very sophis
She never wears clot

Indian-hippie style.

always aristocratic and very

beautiful, and that st

extends to her home’

Above 3 drawing-room cabinet designed by
Ashley Hicks conceals the television, while

the Turkish-inspired rug is from the Abbeyleix

A

Sultana, the creative director of David Gill
Cralleries. A wall separates the space into a for-
mal, golden-hued sitting-room (‘I any Indian
aunts come to stay, de Vesci says, ‘they always sit
there...”) and a salon, which boasts a sinuous
ebonised and silver coffee table with four stocky
carved ‘elephant’ legs by the jewellery designer
Luig Scialanga. A saffron cotton dhurry recently
acquired at a Jaipur rug factory lends an air of
casual cool. So do the stripy cushions scattered
across the sofas. “They come and go,” de Vesci says
of the pillows covered with textiles she describes
as the “‘cheapest, common denominator stuff. But
it’s hard-wearing, really bright and looks good,

‘It’s my favourite room,” she admits. She even
operates her burgeoning business from there, at
a Queen Anne desk she ‘pinched’ from an
Abbeyleix passageway. Next up is a line of home
accessories — cushions, tablecloths, napkins,
bedcovers and quilts — that will be launched
in September.

The set-up has its perks. A year ago, when
a prominent department store buyer paid an
unexpected wvisit, Sita de Vesci staged an
impromptu fashion show in the salon, enlisting
her three children as models. The buver soaked
up the handiwork amid the laidback luxury. ‘And
I got my [irst order,” de Vesci reveals.
sitadevesci com; 020-7471 4762
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